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COUNTY OF SACRAMENTO 

CALIFORNIA 
 

For the Agenda of: 

January 27, 2015 

 

 

To: Board of Supervisors 

 

From: Department of Regional Parks 

  

Subject: Approval Of Authorization For Sacramento County To Apply For And Accept 

State Of California, Department Of Housing And Community Development – 

Housing Related Parks Program Grant Funding  

 

Supervisorial 

District(s): Kennedy, Nottoli 

 

Contact: Jeff Leatherman, Regional Parks Director, 875-6132 

    

Overview 

On December 10, 2014, the State of California, Department of Housing and Community 

Development (HCD) issued a Notice of Funding Availability (NoFA) for its Housing Related 

Parks Program (HRPP). The grant application is due February 5, 2015.  This grant is non-

competitive and is based on the number of Affordable Housing construction starts from January 

1, 2010 to December 31, 2014.  Based on State criteria and Board of Supervisors (Board) 

approved criteria (see Attachment 1), staff is recommending sharing the funding with County 

Regional Parks as well as Southgate and Cordova Recreation and Park Districts (see 

Attachment 2 for distributions).  Funds are to be used for park related improvements.   

Recommendations 

1. Adopt the attached Resolution Authorizing the Application for Housing Related Parks 

Grant provided by State HCD, approving the County’s application for the grant; and 

2. Adopt the attached Resolution Approving the Description of Conformity Between the 

County’s General Plan and the SACOG Regional Blueprint Plan describing conformity 

between the County’s General Plan and SACOG’s Regional Blueprint Plan; and 

3. Approve the 2014 program year grant fund distributions as recommended by staff; and 

4. Delegate authority to the Director of Regional Parks to apply for and accept these funds 

and act as agent for the County to execute and submit all documents, negotiate agreements, 

and conduct grant program related business. 

Measures/Evaluation 
The proposed action fits into the “Sustainable and Livable Communities” County Strategic 

Objective and supports Regional Parks stated Performance Measure:  to provide safe, accessible, 

and clean recreational facilities for park users. 

Fiscal Impact 

Costs to the County will be in staff time to apply for and administer grant funds, project 

management, and state coordination.  The receiving Park Agencies recommended in this report 
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have agreed to reimburse the County for all costs related to this grant (see Attachment 3).  

BACKGROUND 

On December 10, 2014, the HCD Department issued a NoFA for its HRPP.  This program is 

funded through Proposition 1C, the Housing and Emergency Shelter Trust Fund Act of 2006.  

The Program awards funds on a per-bedroom basis for each residential unit that is affordable to 

very low and low-income households. Funding is based on affordable projects with documented 

housing construction starts during the Program calendar year January 1, 2010 – December 31, 

2014.  The grant application is due February 5, 2015. 

The Program provides funds for parks and recreation projects that benefit the community and 

add to the quality of life.  Grant funds shall be used for the costs of Park and Recreation Facility 

creation, development, acquisition or rehabilitation including: 

1. Costs to construct, rehabilitate, or acquire capital assets, meaning: 

a. Physical property with an expected useful life of 15 years or more. 

b. Major maintenance, reconstruction, or demolition for purposes of reconstruction of 

facilities and retrofitting work that is ordinarily done no more often than once every 

five-15 years, or expenditures that continue/enhance the useful life of the capital 

asset. 

c. Equipment with an expected useful life of two years or more. 

d. Parkland acquisition. 

History:  On July 19, 2011, the Board approved project selection criteria and a grant application, 

for the 2010 program year, that approved funding distributions to the North Highlands 

Recreation and Park District, in the amount of $149,550, and the Fulton - El Camino Recreation 

and Park District, in the amount of $238,500. The County’s application was approved by the 

State, funding has been awarded and both projects are complete.  On March 27, 2012, the Board 

approved a grant application for the 2011 program year that approved funding distribution to the 

Arcade Creek Recreation and Park District, in the amount of $16,878, and the Sunrise Recreation 

and Park District, in the amount of $186,322. The County’s application was approved by the 

State, funding has been awarded, the Sunrise project at Walerga Park is completed and Arcade 

Creek’s project should be completed in April 2015. The Arcade Creek project was delayed as 

they needed to secure additional funding for their project, which they have received. On January 

14, 2014, the Board approved a grant application for the 2013 program year that approved 

funding distribution to: Cordova Recreation and Park District, in the amount of $87,400; Fulton-

El Camino Recreation and Park District, in the amount of $64,800; Southgate Recreation and 

Park District, in the amount of $640,200 and County Regional Parks, in the amount of $100,000. 

The County has signed the contract with State HCD and received the executed copy and notice to 

proceed on January 5, 2015.   
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DISCUSSION 

For the 2014 program year, HCD project qualifications include rehabilitation and new 

construction projects, and allow jurisdictions to go back to 2010 to capture projects that were 

missed in a previous HCD HRPP grant cycle.  There are four affordable housing projects that 

meet the grant requirements. They include:  

 

Garden Village Apartments 

(rehabilitation) 

195 units 6601 & 6701 Sunnyslope Drive, Sacramento 

 

Greenway Village Apartments 

(rehabilitation) 

54 units 6311 Sampson Blvd, Sacramento 

Los Robles Apartments (rehabilitation) 80 units 5500 Sky Parkway, Sacramento 

Norcade Circle  

(Multiple four-plexes rehabilitation) 

12 units 2816, 2820, 2832 Norcade Circle, Sacramento 

 

Staff is recommending that grant funding be distributed to County Regional Parks, as well as 

Southgate and Cordova Recreation and Park Districts, to benefit the communities within which 

the affordable projects are located. 

Project Selection: 

Under County selection criteria, County Regional Parks, and the respective Park Districts with 

qualified affordable projects in their Districts are eligible to receive funding in the 2014 program.  

HRPP criteria awards funds based on numerous factors including levels of affordability and 

number of bedrooms.  They also award bonus funds based on location of the park project.  Park 

projects that are surrounded by infill development, are in a disadvantaged community, and are 

within a park deficient community, all score higher and receive more funding.  Staff has done 

some preliminary estimates of potential grant revenue, which could be as high as $1.2 million 

based on park project locations (Attachment 2).   

While, according to County Policy, all the funding could be retained for Regional Parks projects, 

the view of the Regional Parks Director and prior Board actions are to share the funding with 

qualifying Park Districts where projects were completed.  Based on HCD Bonus funding, parks 

located in or adjacent to a census designated disadvantaged community receive more funding.  In 

the case of this year’s County application, that amounts to a bonus valued at $277,000, which is 

included in the overall bonus total of $635,800 shown in Attachment 2. Identical to last year, 

staff is recommending that $100,000 in funding go to Sacramento County Regional Parks, for 

use at Discovery Park, with the remaining funds distributed to the respective park districts based 

on funds generated from the respective affordable housing project. Qualifying Park Districts 

include Cordova and Southgate Recreation and Park Districts. HCD requires that all park sites 

must meet the same qualifications for bonus awards or none of the parks can receive this 

funding, which is why Discovery Park was selected by Regional Parks, since the park serves a 

disadvantaged community. Additionally, there is a need at Discovery Park to replace large shade 

structures as County Parks continue their rehabilitation efforts. 
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Cordova and Southgate Park Districts have provided letters desiring participation in the 2014 

HRPP grant program. Given the tight turnaround time for the grant application submittal date, 

the Districts do not have adequate time to obtain a resolution from their respective Board of 

Directors. Resolutions agreeing to the County criteria (Attachment 1) which include reimbursing 

the County costs for applying for and administering the grant and providing the County with 

residential infill development credits for use to incentivize future infill projects in these 

communities are expected from the respective Districts in February or March 2015. 

Resolutions: 

Two Resolutions are needed to complete the grant application. The first resolution provides 

authorization to apply for the grant and delegates authority to the Director of Regional Parks to 

accept these funds and act as agent for the County to execute and submit all agreements, 

documents, and conduct grant program related business. The second resolution is necessary in 

order for the County to qualify for an additional $74,800 of funding under an Infill-Supporting 

Regional Blueprint Conformance category.  The County needs to provide documentation that 

the General Plan supports sections of the Regional Blueprint Plan. In addition to maps or text 

and a letter from SACOG, the County needs a Resolution from the Board that describes the 

basis of conformity between the County’s General Plan and SACOG’s Regional Blueprint Plan 

as it relates to land use infill policies and open space preservation and protection. The basis of 

conformity lies within General Plan strategies and policies. 

MEASURES/EVALUATION 

The proposed action fits into the “Sustainable and Livable Communities” County Strategic 

Objective and supports Regional Parks stated Performance Measure:  to provide safe, accessible, 

and clean recreational facilities for park users. 

FINANCIAL ANALYSIS 

Costs to the County will be in staff time to apply for and administer grant funds, project 

management and state coordination.  The receiving Park Districts recommended in this report 

will agree to reimburse the County for all costs related to this grant. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

______________________________ 

JEFF LEATHERMAN 

Regional Parks Director 

APPROVED: 

BRADLEY J. HUDSON 

County Executive 

 

 

 

 

BY: ________________________________ 

ROBERT B. LEONARD 

Chief Deputy County Executive 
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Attachments: 

RES 1 - Authorizing the Application for Parks Grant  

RES 2 - Approving the Description of Conformity  

ATT 1 - Board Adopted Selection Criteria 

ATT 2 - Estimated Award Amounts Based on Park Project Location 

ATT 3 - Letter of Intent/Support from Respective Park Districts 

MAP 1 – US Census Map of Qualified Areas-Parks 


